Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606580006-2
STAT

ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE __ /

Nicaraguan Re&ama,

—vw—,1

LOS ANGE
13 TLa.rch ...9c52

=S

v,

Demes ’Eaes Wﬁh @u’bﬁ

U S.Embarrassedas’
- Soldier Reverses Story
at N ews Comerence

WASHT\IGTON —A:y ung ‘Nica--
.raguan soldier captured in El Salva-
:dgr emmbarrassed the -United States..
here Friday by retracting.at a State

.edrlier public statement about Cu-.
-banm, Ethiopian and Nicaraguan sup-
;l:ort for Salvadoran leftxst gueml-
=138 z=~r, ;-_ ’ . s’ L
. Orlando Jo;e Tardencxllas Esom— :
osa, 19, who repeatedly spoke of his
~*proletarian” convictions in fight-
ing what he called Salvadoran “fas-
cists,” insisted that’ his original
statement—made in February, 1981
—had been made *‘under coercion”
-after-he had suifered “cnmmal tor-

. Department’ press conference; his '}

“We Wero_',fakmg a Chance
,zt e 23
Ris” appearance Friday wa;'?
_sharp setback for the Administra-
‘tion’s-effort to convince-the public’
~and: Congress that the Salvadoran
“rebels dre armed by and commangd--
- ‘éd-fror¥ Nicaragua with:the help of |
‘Cubair*; President.” Fidel-". Castro' i
Communist government: i
=State ¢ Depar'-.menL spokesman
*Dean Fischer said-[atér that during
~'Tardencillas” 14 months of captivity
*in El Salvador; “he had consistently
- naintained.that he'was.a Nicara-
i-guansoldier who, after demobiliza—
“tion, .had been. recruited. by.- the«
. Nicaragua Solidarity: Committee (a
govemment group) to ga-to El-Sal-
" vadorasa fighter” and tha!. he hagd:
recewedtrammg abroad.: . 7 as
" *When we-decided’ to make “him|
/available to thie. press’today,” wel

£ \- 7
VIR

. Tardencillas had been screened

* ment xf he is returned to San Salva--

knew we were taking a chance,”;
Fischer said. “He haseither Lied
(earlier) . .- . or he licd to the press’
today. . . . HOWever he “changed,
his story today, he did confirm that
as a Nicaraguan, he had command-
ed guerrilla forces in El Salvador.”.

The press couference was in Fxs-,
cher's office with a State Depart-
ment interpreter translating the red-
marks that Tardencillas delivered
in Spanish—a recital that was in-
terspersed with attacks on ‘the
United States. State Department of- |
ficials made no attempt to mtemxpt._
him, : '
“Qbviously - we didn t program‘
him,” Fischer saxd with some cha-:
grin. .
There apparently is no way Léf
prove Tardencillas’ original claims.
that he traveled for training to
Ethiopia, Honduras and Cuba, ac-}
cording to two senior U. S. officials. |
. Before his public. appearance."

. since Tuesday by "a smng of peo-

ple’; at the State Dcpartment and’
,the: Central: Intelhgcnce Agency,

one official said. “He conned thami !

~all,” the official added. - . .
3 "‘What aridiculous farce,” anoth~',
“er official said. “All our intelligence
proves that Nicaragua is supplylng ;
arms and running the:show in El|
‘Salvador, ‘so ‘why do we need a 19- l
“year-old kid with a year-old story|
sto’ ‘confirm it?, Instead of conﬁrma-
tion,” we 've. got. egg all over our*

face

thchever one of hls ‘stories is
'correct Tardencillas emerged as a!
‘bold; nervous but articulate ‘man.’
He 'now faces the -considerable:
wrath of the Salvadoran govern- :
dor. . . {
. ‘Death One of Bxsks’ s

«2*T:am very conscious of what ;
awaits ine,” the Nicaraguan said, “T
am a revolutionary and one of the
trisKs is death Iam willing' to accept.
9, " . . v- )
The State Department ‘said. the
Nmaraguan had been paroll i

<

into US. custody for the trip here
but. remained a Salvadoran prison-. |
‘er. It said no: decxsxon had been.

* made about his future. St

Tardencillas is a short, dark man,

: 'thh thick hair and tortoise shell-

framed glasses. He. wore an ob-

: viously new pair of blue jeans and a
"V-necked, flececy white pullovnr
During the hourlong press confer-
“ence,” he smoked a cigarette and

sipped water.

Lnsthar’s Name PR

* He said he was born in’ Masa.ya,
'Ntcaragua, and had attended the
.national university. for ‘one year.
Thereafter, he sald he served inthe’
Sandinista nxhtary movement that
overthrew the reoxme of Anastasxo
‘Somoza

In his Feb. 24 1°81 press confer-
-ence in San Salvador shortly after
.his capture by the ‘Salvadorans, he
"was identified as a Nicaraguan lieus

tenant with - a -slightly. different

- name—OQrlando Tardencillas Espin~-
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